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West Berkshire Brewery development progress
In March, a convoy of 30+ lorries will drive
from Parma, Italy to Frilsham Home Farm,
Yattendon, transporting West Berkshire
Brewery’s new equipment for brewing and
packaging the beer.
     At the end of January, Head Brewer Will
Twomey and Finance Director Tom Lucas
travelled to CFT, Parma, for final acceptance
testing of the shiny new equipment. 

     Brewing vessels on the way include a Mash
Kettle, Lauter Tun, Copper / Whirlpool, Hop
Back and 12 Unitanks for fermenting and
conditioning. Will said ‘All this new equipment
is going to revolutionise the way we work and

lead to even better quality beers.’
     Meanwhile, there has been progress
converting the dairy buildings to house the
new brewery, kegging / bottling / canning
lines, offices, shop, bar and kitchen.
     The old floor was excavated in preparation
for laying the new 38,000 sq ft floor of
reinforced concrete with drainage channels.
Kemtile, of Warrington, will supply the
hygienic flooring for the brewery area. 

The old wooden walls
have been replaced with
metal walls and the old
ventilated roof has been
replaced to make it

watertight. Large windows, overlooking
farmland, will be installed in the south-east
facing wall, to the right of the main visitor
entrance. An 8 metre high grain silo, with a
capacity for 30 tonnes of Maris Otter Pale Malt,
will stand in front of the brewery.
     Some new equipment has already arrived
from Europe including a centrifuge and a
BrauKon HopGun. The hop gun is used for dry
hopping stage to add oils and aromas from hop
pellets into cold beer after fermentation but
before the beer has matured. 
     Mr Swift’s Pale Ale (4% ABV), brewed with
a classic mix of Fuggles and Goldings hops
over a pale malt base, is the first WBB beer to
be dry hopped using the hop gun.
     The new brewery should be operational by
August. Marketing Manager Clare Candy said
‘It’s very exciting. I can’t wait to show everyone
our superb new brewery, set in the beautiful
countryside’. 
     Keep track of the West Berkshire Brewery
build by viewing posts on the ‘News’ tab of
www.wbbrew.com
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Equipment for inspection at CFT SpA, Parma
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On 13 February, West Berkshire CAMRA Chairman Richard Scullion (far
R) & Brewery Liaison Officer Chris Reynolds (far L) presented certificates
for Good Old Boy & Maggs’ Magnificent Mild – Gold winners in CAMRA’s
London & South East regional Champion Beer of Britain awards – to WBB
CEO Simon Lewis (R) & Head Brewer Will Twomey (L). Also featured:
WBB’s Tom Broadbank, Clare Candy & Griff Maggs (Centre L to R).

The 23rd Reading Beer 
and Cider Festival
Christchurch Meadows,
Caversham
Sessions (TBC):
Thu 27/4 16:30-23:00
Fri 28/4   11:00-23:00
Sat 29/4  11:00-16:30
Sat 29/4  18:00-23:00
Sun 30/4 12:00-20:00

www.readingbeerfestival.org.uk
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Swift Halves
■ Maharaja Pale Ale (4.5%
ABV) is a special edition of the
West Berkshire Brewery IPA
for March. It is pale gold and
generously hopped with four
English varieties. A tropical
fruit nose is provided by Olicana, a new variety
bred for its aroma. The brewery’s seasonal beer
from May will be an elderflower pale ale.
     Before brewing moves to the new brewery site,
the next dates for the original tour, sometimes 
led by Dave Maggs, are on Saturday 25 March, 
22 April and 20 May. Book online at
www.wbbrew.com or call 01635 202968.
     James Hussey includes photos of
malt, hops and the brewery in his
‘Brewing Beer – West Berkshire
Brewery’ blog post on
www.eatdrinkevents.com
dated  17/2/2017. James says
their brewers are like scientists
and concludes that ‘a WBB brewery
tour is a must’.

■ The West Berkshire Brewery Shop has bottles
of both Mr Blacket and Mr Turner, the same beer
with two different labels, brewed to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the Newbury Weekly News.
     Berkshire ciders from Tutts Clump Cider and
Wyatt’s Craft Cider are also stocked. 

■ Swansong, Roy Bailey’s last production of
Lambourn Valley Cider, won a silver CAMRA
Cider of the Festival award at the Huddersfield &
District Oktoberfest 2016.

■ Caroline Davenport and Les Hanwell have taken
over the Two Cocks Brewery from founders
Michael Butcher and Phil Palmer, who have
moved to the West Country. The new owners,
from Berwick-upon-Tweed, plan to continue
producing the same beer range, at the farm in
Enborne, including Cavalier (3.8% ABV),
Roundhead (4.2%) and Viscount (5.6%), for the
same outlets.

■ Wild Weather Ales and Weird Beard Brew Co
launched their collaboration beers: Kwantum
State (7.7% ABV) saison with Kaffir lime;
Coconhagen Interpretation (6.5%) coconut stout
and a 50:50 mix - Such a Bohr, at BrewDog
Shepherd’s Bush on 16 February. 
     Bryan Spooner, Weird Beard co-founder and
‘brewery puppet-master’ describes them as ‘two
totally different beers designed to blend perfectly
together’. More details of the beers design, naming
and brewing can be found on the ‘Brewing Bad
with Wild Weather’ blog post, dated 16/2/2017,
on www.weirdbeardbrewco.com

■ When not brewing
innovative beers, Wild
Weather’s core beers like
Shepherd’s Warning (5.6%
ABV) IPA and Black Night
(3.9% ABV) Cascadian dark
ale can be rebrewed.
Serendipity (3.9% ABV) dry
hopped Session Pale Ale is a
new core beer. The
mezzanine floor has been
extended and a seventh
fermentation vessel installed
at the brewery, near Silchester. 

■ Over 150 letters of objection were lodged with
West Berkshire Council after a further application
was made to convert the historic White Hart Inn,
Hamstead Marshall, listed as an Asset of
Community Value, into housing
(17/00103/FULD). www.savethewhitehart.org 

■ More planning applications affecting closed
pubs are for the Winning Hand, A4 near
Beenham (demolish pub and build houses -
17/00172/FULD pending) and the Lord Lyon,
Stockcross (extend pub and convert to apartments
- 16/02403/FULD approved).

■ The Rising Sun remains open in Stockcross.
However, note that the pub is closed on Mondays
and weekday lunchtimes.

■ Several micropubs have opened recently 
in Southampton. Sam Williams
social@westberkscamra.org.uk will lead an ale
trail, starting from Southampton Central
station at 11.45am on Saturday 22 April, to visit
Caskaway, the Butcher’s Hook and other pubs.

■ A Newbury
couple, Nick and
Ali Green, ran
their last pub
quiz at the
Starting Gate,
Speen, on 16
February. They
have run quizzes in Newbury pubs for 20 years
raising well over £40,000 for local charities. Their
quizzes created a real community buzz in these
pubs - the Castle at Donnington, the Swan (A4,
Newbury) and the Five Bells, Woodspeen (now the
Woodspeen Restaurant).

■ Kennet Radio presenter, Sam Michael, has
organised a comedy night at the Cow & Cask
micropub, Newbury, on Wednesday 22 March,
with donations for West Berkshire Mencap.
Landlord Ian Batho organised a raffle, drawn on
Christmas Eve, which raised £157 for the charity. 

■ Inn at Home, Newbury, hosts a Bermondsey
Mile event on Friday 24 March with beers from
Fourpure, Partizan and Kernel breweries to taste
and no walking or queueing needed! Tickets, £20,
from the shop or online. www.innathome.co.uk 

■ The Chris Jagger Trio returns to the Swan Inn,
Inkpen on Saturday 13 May. Baldrick Mild (3.4%

ABV)  from Indigenous Brewery, Jester (3.5%)
and Traditional (4%) from Butts Brewery are all
locally sourced. Quiz nights, with burger and
chips at half time, are every fortnight from
Thursday 2 March, alternating with Darts nights
from 9 March. www.theswaninn-organics.co.uk

■ New features at the Catherine Wheel, Newbury,
include extra sheltered seating in the courtyard and
inside, a TV screen next to the bar with a scrolling
display listing available beers and ciders at this
‘Untappd Verified Venue’. www.untappd.com

■ The Lion, West Street,
Newbury has new signage and
improved toilet facilities after
recent works. Former landlords,
Tony and Sarah, will visit on 17
March, after their wedding, for
live music from Beatle Juice.

■ The Stag at Leckhampstead closed in January.
However, two miles away, the Ibex Inn,
Chaddleworth, has been busy since reopening on
25 November. Beers from nearby Indigenous
Brewery are often available at the freehouse. 

■ The Narrow Boat, Newbury, closed in
December and is not due to reopen. The Castle
Inn, Donnington, closed in January but may

Established 2006

Serving over 1,000 

clients nationwide

Freeinitial cleanNo commitmentNo contract

Several of our 
customers are 
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Good Beer Guide

Get in contact today for your 
FREE first clean

Mob: 07817 950853  Office: 0118 954 0568
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PUBLICANS & BAR MANAGERS:
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On a wintry Tuesday evening in February,
The Rowbarge in Woolhampton hosted
another of its free to attend, Meet The Brewer,
events. A popular country pub in the
Brunning & Price roster, The Rowbarge
combines a picturesque riverside village
setting with a rotating selection of well kept
and served cask beers, good food and
comfortable, convivial surroundings. The pub
also hosts Food Pairing evenings and a
diverse range of community focused events,
including a recent charity dog walk.  
     This Meet The Brewer evening, organised by
Ben Wakefield, featured Chaddleworth based
Indigenous Brewery and Vale Brewery, situated
near Brill, Buckinghamshire. At recent CAMRA
Reading Beer Festivals, both breweries have won
LocAle beer of  the festival with gold awards for
Ammo Belle (2016) and Gravitas (2015)
respectively. The evening was well-attended,
including a contingent from West Berkshire
CAMRA and my own group, drawn from current
and former National Instruments work colleagues
and beer fans. 

     Perhaps because he didn’t have so far to come,
Indigenous owner and brewer, Kevin Brady,
arrived with six beers in 10 litre kegs, lining them
up and letting attendees help themselves to
generous samples. 
      I already knew how good American pale ale
Ammo Belle was and had also enjoyed brown stout
Double Warp and best bitter Old Cadger. Drawn to
trying the beers I hadn’t sampled before, I began
with the mild, Baldrick, before moving on to
Moonstruck, the porter, finishing up with blonde
ale, Frisky Mare. The beers were all well-crafted
examples of their style, if a little over-carbonated,
probably as they were shaken up in transportation.
Frisky Mare left the best impression, perhaps
because it had more time to settle. 
     Kevin was on hand to talk
enthusiasts through his beers
and answer questions – and I
was surprised to hear how he
still thought of himself pretty
much as a home brewer,
given the quality of his ales. 
     Nick Swallow, from Vale Brewery’s sales team
gave out leaflets with details of eight core beers.
From this range, he offered samples from bottles
of hoppy red bitter, Red Kite and single-hopped
pale ale, Gravitas. Featuring strong citrusy hop
flavours, balanced with a dry, biscuit malt finish,
Gravitas was my beer of the night.
     The @rowbargewoolhampton Facebook 
Page has more photos and a video from this
enjoyable evening.

Mark Gradwell

Rowbarge beer event
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reopen if new tenants can be found. Nearby, the
freehold of the Three Horseshoes, Donnington,
which also closed in January, is for sale.

■ The last karaoke night with Margaret and Clive
running the Woodpecker, Wash Water, is on
Saturday 1 April. They hand over the Arkell’s pub
to Thomas Buckingham on 3 April. 

■ Richard Marshall presents a
Hermitage Brewery talk and
tasting event at the Cow & Cask on
Wednesday 7 June (8pm). Beers,
served from bottles, include
Ambling Home, Wellhouse IPA and
Auld Peat. Additionally, casks of
Grimsbury Castle and Hermitage
Blonde will provide draught
servings during and after the event.
Richard will talk about each ale with
some ideas about what foods they
might match. A limited number of
£5 tickets, for CAMRA members,
are available in advance from Ian at
the micropub. www.cowandcask.co.uk

■ Sam Williams is leading a Real Ale Ramble
from Woolhampton to the Six Bells, Beenham
and back via Butt Inn, Aldermaston Wharf,
Kennet & Avon Canal towpath and Rowbarge,
Woolhampton. Meet Midgham station 12 noon
Sunday 14 May wearing sensible footwear!

■ Ramsbury Brewery
Honeybee Nectar
(4.1% ABV) is a 
recent choice for the
Strangers’ Bar at the
Palace of Westminster.
Over the Sticks (4.2%)
will be ready for the
Cheltenham Festival
2017 (14-17 March). From May, look out for
Sunsplash and Triple Hop, all brewed at
Stockclose Farm, near Aldbourne, Wiltshire.
www.ramsbury.com

■ Near Reading, Loddon
Brewery is investing in
additional fermenting
vessels to cope with rising
demand. The hoppy
American West Coast Pale
Ale, In Yer’ Face, returns as
the Spring seasonal beer. 

■ Longstandng CAMRA member Richard Goss
has recreated a pub in his garden shed in
Compton. In addition to collecting breweriana,
Richard is a keen home brewer and member of the
West Berkshire Brewery Homebrew Club where
he produced two beers for OktoberWest 2016.

On Saturday 18 March, Sam Williams will lead
a group visit, travelling on the Kennections
service 6 bus from Newbury bus station. 
Meet 10.45am for the 10.50am departure via
Hermitage. Although visitors are unable to
purchase any of Richard’s beer, there will be a
selection available for visitors to give feedback
on after sampling. More details on MAR 18
event on @WBCAMRA's Facebook Page.

■ In February, Bristol’s Moor Beer Company won
the gold award for Old Freddy Walker (Old Ale,
7.3% ABV) at CAMRA’s National Winter Ales
Festival in Norwich.

■ Branch Pub of the Year, the King Charles
Tavern, Newbury, hosts a free Meet the Brewer
evening on Wednesday 29 March. kctavern.com

 
The Beacon 

Portway, Wantage OX12 9BY 
Fri 17th & Sat 18th March 2017 

Opening Times: Friday 11.00am - 11.00pm 
Saturday 11.00am - 11.00pm 

28 Real Ales 
Beers brewed specially for the festival 

Cider & Perry 
Glass hire £2.00 

Festival glasses available 
Food and soft drinks served 

Admission prices: 
Friday 11am - 5pm: CAMRA members Free, Non-members £2.00 
Friday 5pm - 11pm: CAMRA members Free, Non-members £3.00 

Saturday 11am - 11pm: CAMRA members Free, Non-members £2.00 
(Under 21’s need ID) 

Parking at Venue 
Further details: http//www.whitehorsecamra.org.uk 

Rowbarge,
Woolhampton
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Locally Brewed Real Ale

41 LocAle pubs in our branch serve beer
from breweries within a 25 mile radius.
     pubsofficer@westberkscamra.org.uk.

LocAle Pubs - WEST of A34

The Bell at Boxford                        Boxford

The Blackbird                                  Bagnor

The Blue Ball                                 Kintbury

The Coach                Worldís End, Beedon

The Downgate                          Hungerford

The Eastbury Plough                    Eastbury

The Five Bells                              Wickham

The Fox at Peasemore             Peasemore

The John O’Gaunt Inn              Hungerford

The Red House                  Marsh Benham

Royal British Legion                 Hungerford

The Rising Sun                         Stockcross

The Swan Inn                      Great Shefford

The Swan Inn                                   Inkpen

The Tally Ho!             Hungerford Newtown

The Three Swans Hotel            Hungerford

The Winterbourne Arms        Winterbourne

2017 West Berkshire CAMRA
Community Pub of the Year

..........................................................................

If you have noticed a pub making a difference
in the local community then please nominate
it and the pub could gain useful publicity.
     Previous winners of this award include:
Cottage Inn, Bucklebury (2016, 2013, 2012);
Three Horseshoes, Brimpton (2016 Runner Up,
2015); Tally Ho, Hungerford Newtown (2014) and
Castle Inn, Cold Ash (2010).
     Note that the branch is not looking for
nominations simply based on good food, beer or
service. Instead, consider factors like charity
events, team games, noticeboards, space for local
meetings and whether the pub hosts events like
beer festivals, quizzes, live music and
performances.
     It’s easy to submit a nomination. Anyone,
including the publican, can nominate one or more
pubs. Please do this, by 30 June, by sending
details to Mike Avery,
Branch Secretary,
whose contact details
appear on the back
page or by using the
online form on our website
www.westberkscamra.org.uk/nominate 

Beer Festivals
■ The CAMRA Winchester Beer & Cider
Festival 2017 is at the Guildhall 17/18 March.
Obtain tickets in advance as this event usually
sells out. CAMRA members receive an extra £4 
of free beer vouchers.
www.winchesterbeerfestival.org.uk 

■ The Reading Ale Trail was launched at the
Alehouse, Reading on 4 February. Trail goers have
until 9 April to visit 24 pubs and get a Reading
Beer & Cider Festival beer voucher and a T-shirt
or visit16 pubs for beer vouchers only. 
     Ale Trail booklets can be obtained from the
Castle Tap, the Nag’s Head in Reading and the
Fox & Hounds in Caversham. 
     For the full list of pubs and more details, see
www.readingcamra.org.uk/aletrail  

■ On Sunday 19 March, A Reading Ale Trail walk
starts from Theale station at 11am to visit the
Spring Inn, Sulhampstead, via the canal and back
to Theale for the Volunteer, the Bull and the
Falcon. More details are on the Reading Ale Trail
Facebook Group.

Alehouse, Reading



■ The 23rd Reading Beer
and Cider Festival,
Christchurch Meadows,
Caversham, Thursday 27 -
Sunday 30 April, features
over 550 real ales and 200
ciders / perries. The
quickest access from
Reading station's north
entrance is via the
Christchurch (pedestrian) bridge.

The rendezvous for West Berkshire CAMRA
members' Social on Friday 28 April is the
CAMRA books and information stand at 6pm,
7pm & 8pm - look for Sam Williams, or his
deputy, with a copy of Ullage. 

■ Tickets are already on sale for CAMRA’s 40th
Great British Beer Festival at London Olympia
from 8-12 August. www.gbbf.org.uk 

■ On Friday 21 April (12
noon) and Saturday 22 April
(11am), Newbury
Racecourse hosts Dubai
Duty Free Spring Trials Weekend and its seventh
annual Beer Festival on both days, featuring over
40 real ales and ciders.
     The beer tent on the Grandstand lawn, next to
the parade ring, will feature Tutts Clump Cider
and beers from breweries such as Ascot Ales,
Indigenous, West Berkshire, Windsor & Eton and
Siren Craft, all accompanied by live music.
CAMRA members can book half price tickets in
advance, by phone or online, until 20 April. See
small print on advertisement below for details. 

At 2.30pm, on Friday 21 April, Chris Reynolds
will be near the entrance to the beer tent, with
a copy of Ullage, to greet CAMRA members 
for the afternoon Social.

■ From Wednesday 22 March until Sunday 2 April
the Wetherspoon Spring Real-Ale Festival 2017
will feature beers sourced from 5 international

and 25 UK award winning breweries including
Hogs Back and Hook Norton. On any day a
selection of these will be available at the Hatchet
Inn and the Diamond Tap in Newbury. During
the festival, three 1/3 pint tasting glasses will cost
the same as a pint.

■ East Reading's 3rd Village Easter 
Music & Ale Festival, 14-17 April,
is on at the Eldon Arms, the 
Retreat and the Lyndhurst.

■ Bracknell Ale & Cider Festival returns to
Bracknell Rugby Club on
Sunday 28 May (Bank
Holiday weekend) with 
real ales, wine, ciders, 
food and live music. 
A shuttle bus will run 
from Bracknell station. 

Tickets via festival.bracknaleevents.co.uk -
reduced admission, £1 for CAMRA members,
includes a beer glass to avoid separate queues.
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newburyracecourse.co.uk
*Applies to full price ‘Grandstand’ tickets only. Discount not available with any 
other offer. Offer ends 5pm (telephone bookings) or midnight (online) on 20 April.

01635 40015

HALF PRICE GRANDSTAND TICKETS FOR CAMRA MEMBERS.
CALL OR INSERT PROMO CODE CAMRA17 ONLINE*

CAMRA DISCOUNT

NEWBURY RACECOURSE PRESENTS

FRIDAY 21 & SATURDAY 22 APRIL 2017

FEATURING THE

BEERS • ALES • CIDERS • LIVE MUSIC
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Gig Guide
Ace Space, St. Nicolas’
Road, Newbury. Tickets:
Hogan Music, Newbury. 
www.acespace.org.uk
18 Mar   -  Lewis & Leigh
28 Apr   -  Chris Jagger & The Kronies
19 May  -  Monster Ceilidh Band 

The Angel, Woolhampton - Saturdays 
Jazz from 8pm www.jazzangel.co.uk 
25 Mar   -  Claire Jones Quartet
29 April  -  Peter Jones
Also Live Sunday music sessions 2pm  

The Monument, Newbury - 
Fridays & Saturdays 
Open Mic night with Oli Hill on Thursdays
11 Mar   -  The Happening
18 Mar   -  HippyHaze  

The Canal Bar, Newbury – Fridays
31 Mar   -  Riff Raff
26 May  -  Thunderslug 

The Lion, Newbury
17 Mar   -  Beatle Juice
18 Mar   -  Ilkley Lads
25 Apr   -  Iron Lotus
29 Apr   -  Street Corner Talking
13 May  -  MASH

The Newbury, Newbury
2nd & 4th Thursdays - Sion Whiley
presents Open Mic & Special Guest night

Lock Stock & Barrel, Newbury.
1st Wednesday – Open Mic hosted by
Bruce Hogg

The Dolphin, Newbury – Fridays

The White Hart, Thatcham – Saturdays
18 Mar   -  MASH
1 Apr     -  No Way Out
15 Apr   -  Steeler
29 Apr   -  Beatle Juice
13 May  -  Fubar

The Swan Inn, Inkpen - Saturday
13 May  -  Chris Jagger Trio

More pubs with live music:

Hungerford area: 
Railway Tavern, Tally Ho, Wheatsheaf 

Newbury: 
Bowler’s Arms, Old London Apprentice 

Thatcham: 
Mill, Old Chequers, Plough, 
Taste of England  
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     Why did we do this? Real ale was in danger of
extinction in the 1970s, which is why CAMRA
was formed in 1971. London in particular was a
real ale desert unless you lived in the south-west
suburbs around the Fuller’s and Young’s
breweries, but there was more to be enjoyed in
provincial towns and cities.
     The day was a great success. I wrote up the trip
noting that there were lots of empty seats on the
train home. The ale was so good that many
passengers were never seen again!
My trip to Manchester was number three in a
series of Rail Ale Rambles (RARs) devised by
Gerald Daniels, a CAMRA member. Gerald was a
British Rail manager at the time, who knew there
were plenty of spare trains to charter at weekends
at a very attractive price. 
     Operated by Crookham Travel, named after
the Hampshire village where he lived, RARs soon
started to visit breweries at a time when few of
them welcomed visitors. In 1980 visits were made
to Ruddles and Hook Norton - the brewery that
RARs have visited most often, with 10 visits
taking nearly 3,500 participants to rural north
Oxfordshire over the last 36 years. 
     Brewing in Hook Norton started on a farm in
1856, the tower brewery being built in 1872, and

the original
chimney was
restored in
2014 with 
a Heritage 
Lottery Fund
grant. Originally it was powered by steam, and
the 1899-built steam engine still works on special
occasions. The principle of a tower brewery is that
all the ingredients are hoisted or pumped to the
top and then come down by gravity – an
ecological and cost-effective method.
RARs soon expanded to cover the whole country,
including overnight trips as far afield as Scotland.
Nearly 900 brewery visits have been made over
the years to 788 breweries, and there are very few
that have failed to welcome one of Gerald’s tours. 
     Every RAR or longer tour is researched
meticulously by Gerald. Although long retired
from British Rail and a hale and hearty 78, he has
no plans to hang up the whistle summoning
people together which is a familiar sound on his
tours. ‘I research, book, organise and act as
courier on every tour’ he says. 
     The 2017 programme will include several
RARs. Longer Explorer holidays will operate to
Slovakia, Scotland and Northern Ireland, and
weekends to South West Wales and Nurnberg in
Germany, for the Christmas market. CAMRA
members will be made most welcome and full
details are at www.crookhamtravel.co.uk 
(01252 665652).

Dave Richardson

This is a condensed version of an article in the
Oxford Drinker (December 2016).
http://oxford.camra.org.uk/oxford-drinker/

Rail Ale Rambles

Pubs, beers and
smartphones
While old school beer drinkers may
sneer ‘get your nose out of your
smartphone and enjoy the beer’, there
are some beer geeks who routinely use
a smartphone to record or research
beers and pubs. 
     However, some pubs have outlawed
the use of phones. The Alehouse,
Reading, has a mobile phone nailed to 
a trophy board as a warning to potential
offenders! 
     CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide has
moved with the times and now includes 
a symbol to indicate pubs where Free
Wi-Fi is available.
     The table gives information about
some of the smartphone Apps and
mobile websites that are available. 
Future issues of Ullage will look at these
individually, in more detail.

Product Website + (App) etc
App or
Mobile
web

CAMRA
link

Inter-
national 
v UK

Score / Log
Venue &/
or Beer

Notes

WhatPub https://whatpub.com/      (whatpub.com) M ✓ UK V + B 1

Good Beer Guide (CAMRA Good Beer Guide Mobile) A (£) ✓ UK V  2a, 2b

Cask Marque http://cask-marque.co.uk/   (CaskFinder) A UK V  3a, 3b

Untappd https://untappd.com                 (Untappd) A, M Int B (+V
optional) Ph, Soc

RateBeer https://www.ratebeer.com/      (RateBeer) A (£) Int B  5, Soc

Notes:
1      All real ale pubs & clubs. CAMRA members can additionally login to score beers
2a    Supplied by Greenius Mobile. Replacement CAMRA version in development. Pubs visited can be ‘ticked’
2b    Refer also:  https://gbgapp.camra.org.uk/
3a    ‘Beers’ section – if camera used to capture pump clip image, App offers possible beer matches with extra information
3b    ‘Ale Trail’ section – if QR code on certificate in pub is captured, a point is added towards qualification for Cask Marque rewards
5      ‘Tick’ option (1-5 stars) or full beer review (min 75 characters) with scores for Aroma, Appearance, Taste, Palate & Overall
Ph    Photos can also be logged
Soc  Option to share ratings to Social Media accounts eg Twitter & Facebook

Gerald Daniels whistling time

In April 1978, I spent £4.50 (£25 in today’s money) and
enjoyed a day out with a difference. I joined 419 other people
on a specially chartered train from London to Macclesfield,
Stockport and Manchester, where at each stop we took our
pub maps and descended on all kinds of boozers to drink 
real ale.

visit us online 
loddonbrewery.com

great beers from 
oxfordshire since 2003
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Pub Profile # 57

Ye Olde Red Lion, in the village of Chieveley, must be one
of the most readily accessible pubs in the area with easy
access from the M4 and the A34 as well as ample car
parking.
       It caters for locals and visitors alike in what Robin, 
the landlord, calls a ‘Proper Village Pub’.
     The building has been standing for well over 200 years.
Records show that the original blacksmith decided to slake his

thirst on his own premises by
seeking a license in the late 1800s.
That tradition of refreshment has
stood fast. 

Arkell’s Brewery acquired the
pub in 1992, and Robin
Macdonald took on the tenancy 
in 2005.

When the adjacent house came
on the market, Arkell’s quickly
snapped it up and converted the
property into five modern ensuite

rooms for the pub.

About us

Since 2006 we’ve been 
lovingly crafting award-winning, 

bottle conditioned cider in 
West Berkshire. We make it the 

old fashioned way – by hand. 

That’s why we call it –
‘Proper Cider’

Available in Waitrose

Get in touch

Tel. 0118 974 4649 
Tweet. @tuttsclumpcider

facebook.com/tuttsclumpcider
 www.tuttsclumpcider.co.uk

      

Ye Olde Red Lion Chieveley

      Looking to capitalise on his previous
experience as a restaurateur, Robin has
developed both a traditional village pub and a
go-to place to eat.  Half of the space is set aside
for up to forty diners, with the balance offering a
cosy environment for a quiet drink and
conversation. You will not have to compete 
with intrusive music or sporting events on TV
here. Outside, there is a patio and a sheltered
beer garden.
      Above all, Robin and his partner Susie look to
offer consistency.  This ranges from well kept
cask ale and a balanced wine list to high quality
food. Their chef, Pavel, has been with them for
six years and has developed a popular lunchtime
menu to support the extensive a la carte offering.
As Robin says ‘The last thing you need is to turn
up looking forward to a particular meal only to
find it’s steak night’.

You’ll discover Arkell’s 3B, Wiltshire Gold,
Hoperation IPA and a seasonal ale on hand

pump. Arkell’s 1843 Craft Lager and Honey Pale
Ale are available on keg.
     When Robin isn’t behind the bar, he may be
found on a cricket pitch with the village team or
in a corner of the pub, discussing tactics with
other players. Don’t forget to ask him why the
England team photo, on display, is blank where
Sir Ian Botham’s signature should be!

Andy Pinkard
Open:  
Monday - Friday 12 -3, 6 -11;  Saturday 12 - 11; 
Sunday 12 -10
Food:  
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2:30, 6:30 - 9:30; 
Sunday 12 -3, 6:30 - 9

Ye Olde Red Lion
Green Lane, Chieveley, Berkshire, RG20 8XB
Tel: 01635 248379 
Email: redlion@toucansurf.com 
Website: www.yeolderedlion.com

Robin Macdonald

Mementos from Chieveley
Cricket Club tours
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I’m someone who likes pubs and likes a
challenge and likes lists. So for the last few
years I’ve undertaken an annual pub-based
challenge starting with a new pub for every day
in the year. More  adventurous challenges have
been to drink in every real ale pub in Berkshire
and for a cricket theme – to drink in 501 pubs
(the ‘Lara;). 2016 saw me take on the king of
the challenges – to drink in at least one of each
of the 250 pub names in Britain which also had
to be ones I’d never visited before.

The most popular pub names are: 
1 -  Red Lion; 2 – Crown; 3 - Royal Oak

     I asked the friendly folks at the Pubs Galore
website (who have supported me in other
challenges) to knock me up a list of the top 250
pub names in Britain, where those pubs were, and
a tick-box to mark-off when I’d done them
(http://www.pubsgalore.co.uk/stats/challenge/qui
nno/2016/). After a bit of data-cleansing (‘Arms’
and ‘Heads’ being separated out, but ‘Inn’, ‘Tavern’
etc being grouped together and chain pub names
being omitted), I was ready to start.
     At first, things were simple. I’d go to a
conurbation I’ve never really ‘done’ before and it

seemed that half the
pubs were tickable, I
was almost falling over
them. Plus, I could
afford to be fussy – if
the required pub looks
a bit rough just wait
until one with the
same name in the next
train stop along! I
easily got up to 150
but then things started

to get a bit trickier. A major planning overhaul
was required, as the scattergun approach was
clearly not sustainable and a pivot table 
was needed!

Masons are the most popular ‘trade’,
followed by Farmers, Sportsman,
Butchers, Carpenters, Blacksmiths,
Foresters, Brewers (of varying number),
Miners, Bricklayers, Joiners,
Highwayman, Smugglers, Poachers 
and Bakers

     After poring over the table, we targeted a few
places which looked promising – Plymouth,
Northampton and Staffordshire. However, many
pubs were in suburbs, small towns and villages so
a lot of driving would be required. Step up Marc
‘Desmond’ Turner. As someone who loves my pub
challenges, he selflessly offered his chauffeuring
skills to help me hit the target. We sampled the
whole spectrum of pubs – from posh to rough via
country inns, estate boozers and ones with
historic interiors. Some pubs (shock!) didn’t have
any real ale so I had to reacquaint myself with
Guinness, John Smith’s Smooth and Stella Artois
to complete the challenge! 
     We also found that opening times on pub
websites were not always accurate. On a positive
note, while in Staffordshire, I discovered a taste
for well kept Bass and Marston’s Pedigree.

The final pub trip was now on. On a grey day,
in late November, we motored down the M4 and
over to Pontlliw in South Wales to bag a Buck. No
media were present at the Buck Inn, just a so-so
pint of Rocking Rudolf and an immense sense 
of satisfaction. 

Quinno’s favourite 
‘250 Challenge’ pubs

1.  Black Swan, Devizes (Wiltshire)

2.  Boars Head, Tyla Garw (Mid Glamorgan)

3.  Brewer’s Arms, South Petherton
(Somerset)

4.  Malt Shovel, Northampton 
(where we watched Wales win their opening
Euro 2016 match against Slovakia)

5.  Sportsmans Inn, Ivybridge (Devon) 

     Quinten Taylor, Chairman of Reading &
Mid-Berkshire CAMRA, is taking a well-earned
gap year in 2017 but may still be found
rediscovering the pleasure of drinking beer in local
pubs, like the Nags Head, Reading!

Quinno’s 2016 Pub Name Challenge

Quinten Taylor completes 2016 challenge - 
The Buck Inn,  Pontlliw

One of Newbury’s oldest and finest Inns 
Enjoy West Berkshire‘s Good Old Boy 

And our weekly guest beers from some of the 
areas finest producers 

Great Fresh Food served daily 
 

Bath Road, Speen, RG14 1QY  
(01635) 521152 www.hareandhoundshotel.net 

NEWBURY’S FIRST MICRO PUB

1 Inches Yard
Market Street

Newbury
RG14 5DP

Cow & Cask
is available for 
private hire, and 
given enough notice 
we will try very hard 
to have “Your 
Favourite Micro 
Brewery Ale” 
on the stillage. 
Although we 
are a “Micro 
Pub” we can 
Squeeze, Jimmie, 
Squash or 
Shoehorn 
20-25 persons in 
and make them 
comfortable.

We can also
provide a
few seats!!!

Opening Hours 
Mon Closed 

Tue 5-9 
Wed 5-9 

Thu 12-2, 5-9 
Fri 12-2, 5-10 

Sat All Day 12-10
Sun Closed 

Tel:
07517 658071

Discount
for CAMRA

card holders

THE ROYAL OAK · YATTENDON
A beautiful, authentic country pub with rooms offering:

Award winning real ales from 
West Berks brewery in the village

Stunning, Michelin rated, home cooked food
Delicious Sunday roasts

Fixed price lunch menu Monday to Friday
10 luxurious guest bedrooms
Glorious walled beer garden

Al fresco dining under leafy vine terrace
3 roaring log fires

4 private dining rooms for up to 70 guests
Boules piste

Accreditations include:
The Good Beer Guide 2015

Alistair Sawday’s Special Places To Stay 2015
The Michelin Guide 2015

The AA Good Pub Guide 2015

THE SQUARE, YATTENDON, BERKSHIRE RG18 0UG
TELEPHONE: 01635 201 325

EMAIL: INFO@ROYALOAKYATTENDON.COM
WWW.ROYALOAKYATTENDON.COM

01672 541224
www.redlionbaydon.co.uk

Real Ales
Dog & Family Friendly
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The 2017 Central Southern CAMRA London
ale trail started in the Parcel Yard, Kings
Cross, at noon on Saturday 28 January. 
     The stairway up to the extensive Fuller’s pub’s
entrance is just past the queues of Harry Potter
enthusiasts at ‘Platform 9¾’. CAMRA Regional
Director, Carl Griffin, greeted members arriving
from the various branches. 
     Sue and John Thirlaway (Reading &
Mid-Berkshire CAMRA), the organisers of the
trail, who had prepared a comprehensive guide to
the pubs after a prior exploratory trip, were also
on hand to offer further advice. 

     From here the West Berkshire contingent split
up with some heading to the King Charles 1
(Northdown Street), a wood-panelled one-room
community pub, while others went directly to the
closest pub, the Scottish Stores (Caledonian
Road), where a CAMRA discount is offered. Built
in 1901, the Scottish Stores is listed in CAMRA’s
London regional inventory of pubs with interiors
of special historic interest. Here, the landlord
worked hard to ensure that the available range of
cask ales was increased to cope with the
unexpected influx, with CAMRA members soon
filling the several distinct areas of the pub.
     West Berkshire members were reunited here
and would later set off together down Grays Inn
Road for the Queen’s Head freehouse (Acton
Street) which is listed in CAMRA’s 2017 Good
Beer Guide and also offers a CAMRA discount.
As early arrivals, a choice of seating was still
available but before long the main room of the

pub was filled and the volume of conversations
increased accordingly.
     Our local group would meet up again at the
original Craft Beer Co in Clerkenwell (Leather
Lane) but in the meantime we split up and called
at different pubs and bars on the way there. As
some Clerkenwell pubs are closed at the weekend,
these were chosen from Exmouth Arms
(Exmouth Market), Wilmington Public House
and Dining (Rosebery Avenue), Old China Hand
(Tysoe Street) and BrewDog (Clerkenwell Road).

     The ground floor of Craft Beer Co is
distinguished by a chandelier under a mirrored
ceiling. There is additional seating upstairs. 
     Clerkenwell Pale (Kent Brewery), Love
Monkey (Glastonbury Ales), Mosaic (Hop Studio,
York) and Hedge Layer Cider (Millwhites) were
on 4 out of 16 hand pumps. 21 keg beers from all
over the world are also available.
     If you missed this year’s London trip, look out
for details of the next regional visit in January
2018 and join in to make West Berkshire’s
contribution even bigger.

Clerkenwell Crawl

�e John O’ Gaunt Inn, Hungerford 
Proud To Be Part Of  �e Award  

Winning INNformal Pub Co & Brewery 
• Beautiful newly refurbished pub

• Hungerford’s �nest selection of real ales & cider 
• Over 50 bottled beers around the world 

• Boasts its very own micro brewery on site
• Serving locally sourced, lovingly prepared  

and superbly cooked food every day

John O’ Gaunt,  
Bridge Street, Hungerford, 

Berkshire, RG17 0EG  
+44 1488 683535

www.john-o-gaunt-hungerford.co.uk

         

The Six Bells, The Green, Beenham
Reading RG7 5NX  Tel: 0118 9713368

Email: info@thesixbells.co.uk
www.thesixbells.co.uk

Meals served evenings and lunch times
(except Mondays) Closed Sunday
evenings (except Bank Holiday weekends)

Traditional Sunday Roast lunches

En Suite Guest Rooms & 
Function Room available

Choice of 3 Cask Ales

‘Pie and Pudding Club’ 
every Wednesday!

West Berks CAMRA Pub 
of the Year 2008 and 2015

AA���� Inn

We are in the
CAMRA Good

Beer Guide
2017 (9th year

running)

Andy Tillen, John Burton, Chris Reynolds, Alison
Chetwynd & Neil Chester - setting off from Newbury

King Charles I - London N1

Scottish Stores - Barry & Karen Garber, Trish &
Terry Burrows (Berks SE), Helen Jones (N Oxon) 
& Carl Griffin (Aylesbury Vale & Wycombe)

King Charles I - London N1

Craft Beer Co

� West Berkshire CAMRA 
Community Pub of the Year 2010

� Good Beer Guide 2011-14 & 2016-17

� Cask Marque accredited since 2002

� Five real ales including one from 
West Berkshire Brewery

� Open all day - every day
Hot soup and a roll 2.30-5.30pm

� Family and dog friendly

� Good value food

� Quiz Mondays at 8.30pm

Cold Ash Hill ·Cold Ash ·Thatcham ·Berkshire RG18 9PS
Tel: 01635 863232 ·www.thecastleatcoldash.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook

The Castle Inn · Cold Ash

Simon Grist (Berks SE & Mark Geeson (Surrey
Hants Borders) + John & Sue Thirlaway (Reading)
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6 cask ales 

Usually at least 4 local ales

12+ real ciders

20+ gins - special offers every Thursday

Craft British & international keg beers

Local bottled ciders

100 bottled craft and continental beers

CAMRA discount available

20 pies on our pie menu

Sharing platters and snack menu

West Berkshire CAMRA Cider Pub of the Year 2015

CAMRA Membership subsription price increases on 1 April 2017
Form below, showing current prices, applicable until 31 March 2017

CAMRA AGM in Bournemouth
The 2017 CAMRA Members’ Weekend & AGM,
where future policy and direction is discussed,
will be held at the Bournemouth International
Centre, 7-9 April 2017. A CAMRA volunteer
run real ale bar is always a popular feature. It is
free to attend and members can pre-register (by
10 March) at www.camraagm.org.uk/register 

     Members can vote by 24 March to elect the CAMRA National Executive.
James Lynch, founding secretary of the Newbury branch in 1974 and recently
a member of the independent Revitalisation Project Steering Committee, is
one of the candidates. Election results and progress at the AGM can be
tracked by following www.twitter.com/CAMRA_AGM

The weekend coincides with Bournemouth and Poole Beer Week (31
March - 10 April), initiated by East Dorset CAMRA, showcasing the area as a

beer destination with a Beer Trail featuring
14 venues including Chaplin’s Cellar Bar in
Boscombe and branches of Brewhouse &
Kitchen in Poole, Southbourne and
Bournemouth. www.bmthpoolebeer.com 

Long established breweries in Dorset
include Hall & Woodhouse (Blandford St
Mary) and Palmers (Bridport). There are
now 22 breweries producing cask ale in
Dorset including The Brew Shack,
Wimborne. Cider makers in Dorset
include Copse House Cider and
Cranborne Chase Cider. Photos show
Adam Bascombe of The Brew Shack

(2016) and Rob Chaplin of Copse House Cider (2015) hosting events at the
Bear Tavern marquee, End of the Road Festival.

Adam
Bascombe

Bob
Chaplin
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Every month, there are reports of new
breweries being set up, at the same time as
established pubs are closing down. If you
extrapolate this into the future, it is clearly
unsustainable, and eventually the two
trends are bound to collide. 
     It certainly seems to be true at present that
there are too many small brewers chasing not
enough business. Plenty of keen people have
gone into the business without giving too
much thought to where they’re going to find
customers. The result is a lot of cut-throat
competition, with some brewers complaining
that others are selling beer for less than it costs
them to make it. This can’t be healthy in the
long term, and inevitably at some point a
shake-out will happen. 
     One obvious factor is that, for most
micro-brewers, it is to some extent a labour of
love. They have taken up commercial brewing
because they’re interested in beer and brewing,
not just as a money-making venture. Most
have either previously been enthusiastic
home-brewers, or have worked for another
brewery before venturing out on their own.
This doesn’t mean that they don’t take the
business side seriously, but inevitably, across
the whole population of brewers, there is a
slightly less hard-headed attitude.
     Added to this, a significant proportion of
micro-brewers don’t rely on their business to
provide a proper full-time income, either
because they are retired, have another job, a
rich parent, or a working partner. This isn’t a
bad thing in itself, and may mean they can be
more experimental and take more risks, but it
does mean they can afford to take a more
relaxed attitude to pricing, which may irk
those who do entirely depend on brewing for
their income.
     The prevailing culture of ever-rotating
guest beers also makes it more difficult for
brewers to establish any kind of brand
premium. The varying beers are just seen as a
homogenous, dispensable product. All cask
beer certainly isn’t of broadly uniform quality,
but when customers are confronted with an
array of beers, and possibly breweries, that
they have never heard of before, it’s well-nigh
impossible for them to make an informed
judgment.
     Given that the underlying market
conditions are unlikely to change significantly,
the objective for brewers must be to develop
their reputation, so that pubs are going to
make repeat orders, and that customers
perceive their beers – whether individual
brands or the overall output of the brewery –
as something they actively want to drink.
     Consistency, and having a product that
stands out, not necessarily by being extremely
distinctive, but by being of obvious quality, 
are vital factors.

The Curmudgeon column appears monthly 
in Opening Times, the CAMRA magazine
published by Stockport & South Manchester
branch. His other articles can be read at
curmudgeoncolumns.blogspot.com 

Collision  
Course  

mudgeon

Come and enjoy our  
award winning pub featuring a 

delicious menu and wide selection  
of ales & wines. Also try our weekly  

quiz night held every Tuesday.

West 
Berkshire 
Pub of the  
Year 2016

For more information or to make a booking call 01635 36695

54 Cheap St, Newbury, West Berkshire, RG14 5BX • 01635 36695  
kctavern.com   /KingCharlesTavernNewbury   /@kctavern

West Berkshire CAMRA
member Jeff Evans is the
beer writer behind the
Inside Beer website.
Updated daily,   
www.insidebeer.com

includes The Beer Buzz
(news), Events & Festival

listings and exclusive features. There are
archives for Pub / Beer of the Month,
including those below.

Dec: Zerodegrees, reading

Greene King Morland Hen’s Tooth

Jan:  Star Tavern, London SW1

Anchor Steam Beer

Feb: Black Boy, Winchester

         Young’s Special London Ale

C
A

M
R

A 
Rea

l Ale Discount Schem
e

per pint

per half pint

Terms and conditions

This pub offers CAMRA members a discount

CAMRA Discounts
Members enjoy discounts at CAMRA 

beer festivals, Wetherspoon pubs 

( * with voucher) and pubs below:

Brimpton:

Three Horseshoes

Hungerford:

John O’Gaunt Inn

Newbury:

Catherine Wheel

Cow & Cask

Diamond Tap*
Gun, Wash Common

Hatchet Inn*
King Charles Tavern

Wickham:

Five Bells
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Chairman:     Richard Scullion 
                         Tel 07818 401795 (M)
                          chairman@westberkscamra.org.uk 

Secretary:       Mike Avery
                         Tel 01635 820481 (H)
                          secretary@westberkscamra.org.uk 
                         2 Sutton Road, Speen, 
                         Newbury, Berkshire RG14 1UN

Treasurer:       Neil Chester
                          treasurer@westberkscamra.org.uk

Membership/ Andy Pinkard
Beer Surveys: membership@westberkscamra.org.uk

Press Officer:  Karen Bowen
                       pr@westberkscamra.org.uk

Webmaster:    Tony Girling
                         webmaster@westberkscamra.org.uk

Pubs                Kevin Brady
Database:       pubsofficer@westberkscamra.org.uk

Social              Sam Williams
Secretary:       social@westberkscamra.org.uk

Ullage             Tim Thomas
Editorial:        editor@westberkscamra.org.uk

Ullage             Richard Lock
Design:            editor2@westberkscamra.org.uk

Printing:         Clere www.clere.uk.com

Local Trading Standards office: Tel 01635 519930

Facebook: West Berkshire Campaign for Real Ale

www.westberkscamra.org.uk 

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

West Berkshire
Campaign for Real Ale

Diary Dates 2017

Ullage is published by the West Berkshire branch of the Campaign for Real Ale and is copyright of CAMRA. The opinions expressed in this publication
are those of the contributor and are not necessarily endorsed by the Production Team or The Campaign for Real Ale. Every effort is made to ensure that
the information contained in Ullage is correct, but the publishers accept no responsibility for any errors or omissions.

10a Arnhem Road  Newbury  RG14 5RU 
+44 (0)1635 43026   clere.uk.com

A unique mix of in house creative 
and print production

Design   |   Print   |   Web

Beer Festival Diary
CAMRA run or supported beer festivals provide
excellent opportunities for sampling a wide
range of real ales, from all over the UK and
overseas. Here are some of the major and most
accessible festivals for West Berkshire drinkers.

17-18 March
7th Wantage Beer Festival
The Beacon, Portway, Wantage OX12 9BX
www.whitehorsecamra.org.uk
see advertisement on page 3

21-22 April
Newbury Racecourse Beer Festival
newburyracecourse.co.uk
see advertisement on page 5

27-30 April
23rd Reading Beer & Cider Festival
Christchurch Meadows, Caversham RG4 8DH 
www.readingbeerfestival.org.uk

28 May
Bracknell Ale & Cider Festival
Bracknell RFC, Lily Hill Park, Bracknell 
RG12 2UG
festival.bracknaleevents.co.uk

Monday 13 March
Branch meeting
Spotted Dog, Cold Ash

Saturday 18 March
Home Brew Tasting 
in Compton
Newbury bus station 
10.45am
See page 4

Tuesday 11 April 
Branch meeting
Hungerford Club, 
The Croft, Hungerford 
7.30pm

Friday 21 April
Social Newbury
Racecourse Beer Festival
Meet 2.30pm
see page 5

Saturday 22 April 
Southampton Ale Trail
Southampton station
11.45am  See page 2

Friday 28 April 
Social Reading Beer 
& Cider festival
Meet 6pm/7pm/8pm
See page 5

Thursday 4 May 
Social Rowbarge,
Woolhampton 7.30pm

Sunday 14 May 
Woolhampton Real Ale
Ramble
12 noon See page 3

Tuesday 23 May 
Branch meeting
Ibex, Chaddleworth

Wednesday 7 June 
Hermitage Brewery -
Meet the Brewer
Cow & Cask - 
Tickets £5  See page 3

All meetings start at 8pm unless otherwise stated.
Check our website for further details: www.westberkscamra.org.uk

The following is a list 
of all forthcoming
meetings of the West
Berkshire branch 
of CAMRA. 
Some are ‘social’
meetings, lively and
friendly occasions
where we enjoy a few
beers; others are
‘branch’ meetings,
which are slightly more
formal and where we
discuss beer and 
pubs issues. 
Unless stated, our
meetings are open to
all-comers – and new
members are
particularly welcome! 


