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Real Ale is a Star Performer
This year’s Cask Report, an independent study of the beer market, has
singled out cask ale, also known as real ale, as a star performer.
Pete Brown, author of the report
and of ‘Hops and Glory’, a history
of the original India Pale Ale, said
‘Turnaround stories don’t get
much better than cask beer’s. In a
shrinking on-trade beer market,
cask is the only category to show
growth, albeit modest, of 1% in
the first half of 2009.’
One explanation for this
relative success is that real ale
can only really be enjoyed in the
pub, unlike most drinks that
taste the same in or out of the
home. Another factor that has contributed
to the increasingly broad popularity of real
ale is its star role in two new TV series –
‘Oz and James Drink to Britain’ and Neil
Morrissey’s ‘Risky Business’. You would
have to go back 19 years to find the
previous national TV series featuring beer,
Michael Jackson’s ‘Beer Hunter’.
Perhaps these programmes help to
explain the doubling in the number of
women who drink cask beer over the last
year. Record breaking beer festivals,
especially those linked to other events,

The West Berkshire Brewery
Beers of Exceptional Character
Good Old Boy (4%), Mr Chubb’s (3.7%),
Dr Hexter’s Healer (5%) and other awardwinning beers available to order in 5, 10 and
20 litre polypins – orders for Christmas now
being taken.
CAMRA Champion (Strong
Bitter) of Britain 2009
Bottled beers,
merchandise and gifts on
sale at our brewery shop
Brewery shop opening
hours:
10am – 4pm
Monday to Friday,
10am – 1pm on Saturday
See our website for extended
opening times in December
The Old Bakery Yattendon Thatcham Berks RG18 0UE
Tel: 01635 202968 · Fax: 0560 3129099
email: info@wbbrew.co.uk · www.wbbrew.com
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such as horse racing at Ascot
have also contributed to the
fact that around 400,000
people have tried cask beer
for the first time in the last 12
months. Further encouraging
statistics in the report, which
is subtitled ‘Helping British
pubs beat the recession’, point
to the importance of well kept
real ale in helping a pub to
prosper, in an era when an
average of 52 pubs a week have
been closing.
Wetherspoon have always realised the
importance of real ale sales to their overall
‘offer’. Now other large managed pub
companies are investing in cask
throughout their estate.
A local example of this is the
availability of two cask beers at the Robin
Hood Toby Carvery in Newbury.
The full Cask Report is available online
at www.caskreport.co.uk

Real ale is also the star in a new
website dedicated to the wonderful
world of beer.
Award-winning Newbury writer Jeff
Evans launched Inside Beer
(www.insidebeer.com) at the Great
American Beer Festival, held in Denver,
Colorado, at the end of September.
‘I’m very excited about Inside Beer’
he said, ‘It allows me to continue the
work I’ve been doing for more than 20
years, which involves highlighting the
very best beers and showcasing the
people behind the world’s most
interesting
breweries.’ Jeff
is confident
that Inside
Beer will
prove valuable
to both
consumers
and those
involved in
the trade.

Good Beer Guide selection process
As often happens at this time of the year, after
the latest edition of the Good Beer Guide has
been launched, we are asked how entries are
chosen for the Guide. Here is an outline of the
selection process used by West Berkshire CAMRA
together with details of how you can contribute.
A key point about the Good Beer Guide is that
it is concerned with the quality of the beer that an
establishment serves rather than the style of the
place that serves it. This means that the bar of a
club, hotel, station or theatre has just as much
right to be in the guide as a traditional pub.
As the quality of the beer is fundamental, we
recognise that the person who manages the
bar/pub and the cellar manager are the most
important people. This can be just one person, for
example the landlord, or it might be a team. To
this end, having consistency in this team is
paramount. Should a premises change ownership,
management or cellar management in the run up
to a Good Beer Guide selection period, it is unlikely
that we will be totally confident about the quality
of the beer sold there for the next year. In such
cases, we prefer to allow the new team time to
settle in and show their commitment to cask ale.
We can then consider them properly for the
next edition.
The judging of the beer is done using the
CAMRA National Beer Scoring System using a scale
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of 0-5. Both CAMRA members and non-members
can assist us in the selection process by registering
their scores, throughout the year, using the survey
form accessible from www.westberkscamra.org.uk
During January, beer scores are collated and
various statistics are produced, including average
score. The branch then has a meeting to discuss
the establishments to go forward to a more
manageable list. At this stage we include pubs that
have been recommended to us throughout the
year. The resulting list will then be cut again until
we come down to a full survey stage shortlist.
Once the surveys have been performed, we will
have a final selection meeting to choose which of
the shortlisted establishments will go forward as
our entries for the Good Beer Guide. CAMRA
members are welcome to take part in these
selection meetings.
We are delighted when Ullage readers forward
their own recommendations to us, and we make
sure that these are all followed up. However, the
number of entries within the guide is strictly
limited and within West Berkshire we have about
150 establishments keen to be included.
Nominations can be e-mailed or sent by
normal mail to us using the contact details
published within Ullage. Please submit
nominations and beer scores for the next guide
by 7 Jan 2010.
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WASH COMMON, NEWBURY
the village inn, on the edge of town

A Choice of
real Ales to enjoy
in a Mellow
and Relaxed
Atmosphere
Guest ales on a regular basis
Value and Quality at all times
Good Pub Food
Large Beer Garden & Car Park
The traditional pub
with the friendly ghost

West Berks CAMRA
Pub of the Year
2008

Meals served every evening
and lunch-times Wed to Sun
Traditional Sunday Roast lunches
En Suite Guest Rooms &
Function Room available
Choice of 3 Cask Ales
Christmas Bookings
Now Being Taken
We are in the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide

AA 夝夝夝夝 Inn

The Six Bells, The Green, Beenham
Reading RG7 5NX Tel: 0118 9713368
Email: info@thesixbells.co.uk
www.thesixbells.co.uk

n The Coach pub and restaurant at Worlds End,
Beedon opened on 23 October in the building that
was previously the Coach and Horses. Greene King
IPA, Old Speckled Hen and a guest ale will be
available. www.thecoachbeedon.com
n Adrian and Susie, from the Bull at Barkham, have
reopened the Spring (formerly Spring Inn) on the
A4 near Sulhampstead. At the moment four
handpumps are in use and a couple of lower
strength beers such as Ascot Ales Alley Cat and
Rebellion IPA will usually be available.
n Now for a pub that has lengthened its name! The
George & Pelican, Newbury (formerly Varsity) has
been refurbished with a contemporary twist. Two
real ales are usually available, at reasonable prices.
www.thegeorgeandpelican.co.uk
n The Red House, Marsh Benham, is due to reopen
in November, after seven months closure, under
new management.
n Richard is the new
manager at the Blue Ball,
Newbury which was
threatened with demolition.
He has previously worked at
the Dolphin and the Lock,
Stock and Barrel in Newbury.
Wadworth 6X and a guest
ale are available on handpump. The jukebox is on
free play until 6.30pm and free tea and coffee can
be provided.
n Since Stuart and Marie Hunter took over the
Blue Ball, Kintbury, in late 2007, they have
made a number of improvements including the
introduction of log burning stoves and a new
restaurant space. Details of guest beers from local
breweries that have been served there are listed on
the menus / real ales page of their website.
www.blueballkintbury.co.uk.
n Nick Edwards, Kintbury’s cider producer, would be
happy to relieve anyone who is overburdened with
apples! His website includes a link to Roy Bailey’s
article about West Berkshire Cider Makers that was
published in the Autumn 2009 edition of ‘Beer’
magazine. www.ciderniks.com
n The CAMRA Central Southern Region 2009 Pub of
the Year is the Royal Oak, Wantage, for the second
consecutive year. The range of beers includes Dr.
Hexter’s Healer (named after the landlord) and beers
from the new local Pitstop brewery.
n The CAMRA 2009 Regional Club of the Year is The
Wargrave & District Snooker Club. The result was

FREE HOUSE & RESTAURANT

Situated in beautiful cricket ground
- Large car park
HEATED OUTDOOR DECKING

Real Ales always available
- Cask Marque accredited!
Good Food - Quality and Value
Regular Live Entertainment

n Congratulations to Sharon and Pete at The Lion,
Newbury on their recent Cask Marque accreditation.
www.thelionnewbury.co.uk
n The Lock, Stock and Barrel, Newbury was the
venue for the launch of the 2010 Good Beer Guide
in September. Fuller’s head brewer, John Keeling,
announced the lucky winners of prizes that included
a gallon of London Pride and boxed bottles of
Fuller’s 2005 Vintage Ale.
There will be a Salsa night at the pub on
19 November with music from La Riamba.
n The Good Beer Guide 2010 lists 71 new
breweries. Several new breweries have been setting
up in our region. These include: Compass brewery in
Oxford. www.compassbrewery.com; Loose Cannon
brewery in Abingdon, with family connections to
Laithwaites Wine; Two Bridges Brewery, a 2.5 barrel
microbrewery just opened in Caversham. Their
initial beer, Golden Cygnet (4.8% ABV), was
launched at the Nag's Head, Reading on 19th
October. www.twobridgesbrewery.co.uk.
n The West Berkshire Brewery seasonal beers
are: November – Alecost (4.3% ABV) a rich red bitter
with a touch of citrus taste; December – Spika (4.4%
ABV) a rich warming dark tawny beer. The brewery
will also be bottling Christmas Magic (5.5% ABV) a
dark ruby winter warmer.
n The Kickers Bar at Newbury Rugby Football
Club is now serving Good Old Boy and Mr Chubb’s
Lunchtime Bitter from West Berkshire Brewery.
n The Langley Hall Inn at Worlds End, Beedon is
now run by Ali Wright, formerly of the Bunk Inn at
Curridge. Beers served include Good Old Boy
and Brakspear Bitter (3.4% ABV).
www.langley-hall-inn.co.uk
n Butts Brewery’s crisp and refreshing
European style biere, Le Butts (5% ABV),
is becoming their most popular noncore beer, with output almost equally
split between cask and bottled.
n The 3rd Ascot Racecourse Beer Festival,
on 25/26 September, featured beers from Cornwall
and local breweries. Beer and cider sales showed
substantial increases on 2008 figures with all of the
cider and almost all of the beer being sold. The beer
of the festival, as voted for by those attending, was
Pitstop Brewery Sump (7% ABV).
n Food is now available at The Gun, Wash
Common. The dining area now has a Hollywood
theme, featuring film posters and framed
photographs. A good selection of real ales is available.
Beer can be taken away in 4 pint containers.

The Bowler’s Arms
FAMILY ORIENTATED
COMMUNITY PUB

close run with the Hungerford Club a strong
contender. CAMRA members and anyone with
a Good Beer Guide are welcome at the
Hungerford Club.

The
Dolphin
113 Bartholomew Street · Newbury
Telephone 01635 551177

n The Ibex, Chaddleworth is holding a Winter Beer
Festival from 14-20 December. www.the-ibex.co.uk
n A planning application to convert the Beehive,
Upper Basildon into a residential dwelling has
been rejected. The pub has now been closed for
over a year.

● Four traditional ales
changing regularly
● Home cooked pub fayre

Enborne Street, Wash Common,
Newbury RG14 6TW
Tel 01635 47658
e-mail: info@.bowlersarms.co.uk
Web Site: www.bowlersarms.co.uk
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● Accommodation
● Live music regularly
● Functions catered for
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REAL PUB
REAL FOOD
REAL MUSIC
REAL PEOPLE
& REAL ALES!
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Pub Profile # 26

The Coopers Arms Newbury
The Coopers Arms is a traditional Arkell's
pub, situated on the corner of Bartholomew
Street and Craven Road, just to the south of
Newbury town centre. David Reid has been
the landlord for just over nine years and is
helped by his wife Tiff, daughter Chari and
barmaid Theresa.
David thinks there has been a public house
here for some 300 years and that it was
originally a coaching inn, as the two buildings
in the rear car park are, in fact, old stables. The
pub has a multi-room layout which cannot be
altered much as the building is Grade II listed.
There is a community feel to the pub which
has both darts and pool teams. Darts are played
in the public bar (left, inside the front door).
The pool table is in the lounge (ahead, from the
front door) in a separate area, on the front right
hand side, with dark wood panelling, a large
stone fireplace and a beamed ceiling. The pub

also does meat
raffles, bonus ball
prize draw, Bingo
(on Sunday nights)
and has collection
boxes for Help the
Heroes and Air
Ambulance.
The main public
bar area is quite
small, so that with
a group of more
than six at the bar
it can seem quite
crowded, although
the pub itself is actually quite large. At the
moment, the only real ale the pub has on draught
is Arkell’s 3B. David is committed to real ale and
looks forward to being able to put more beers on.
When the demand is there, he would like to
reintroduce Arkell’s 2B, a good low alcohol beer,
at just 3.2% ABV.
The pub has recently had extensive work
completed on the leaking roof, which took
longer than originally planned. When the
scaffolding was in place, it could look like the
pub was closed, which was not the case. Now,
however, there is no excuse not to visit this
friendly, community pub, near the centre
of Newbury!
The Coopers Arms, 39 Bartholomew St,
Newbury, RG14 5LL Tel. 01635 47469
Adrian Bean

Beer & Cider Miles

Community Pub 2010

Tim Wale, of Tutts Clump Cider, took a party of
32 cider and beer enthusiasts on a ‘Forest Foray’
on Saturday 17 October, covering 171 miles and
lasting 14 hours.
Roy Bailey planned and managed this
excursion after the success of last October’s cider
trip to Gloucestershire. The first stop was the Red
Shoot Inn at Linwood in the New Forest, reached
by crossing a ford. Wadworth’s head brewer, Brian
Yorston, and trade quality brewer, Adrian Wood
were there to welcome us and Brian gave small
parties tours of the 2.5 barrel microbrewery, that is
Red Shoot Inn brewer John Sherwood’s domain.
Brian explained that the brewery is identical to the
test plant Pint Size brewery on their site at Devizes,
where 6X is also brewed in their main brewery.
After lunch at the pub the coach party
continued to New Forest Cider in Burley, with Tim
taking care to avoid the stray New Forest ponies on
the road. The open weekend event gave us a
chance to see cider making as it was done in days
gone by, when steam engines and belt drives were
used to power apple crushers and presses.
www.redshoot.co.uk www.newforestcider.co.uk

In February 2009, The Ibex Inn at Chaddleworth
won West Berkshire CAMRA’s Best Community
Pub award, a year after the inaugural award
went to the Fox and Hounds at Donnington.
Andy and Julia Jones of the Ibex went on
to become South East Regional Winners in the
Great British Pub Awards Community Pub of the
Year category.
West Berkshire CAMRA now invites
nominations for Best Community Pub 2010.
The pub must be located within West Berkshire’s
boundaries and also within our CAMRA area
(roughly from Beenham / Sulhampstead westwards).
Pointers to look out for in a likely winner are
links with local sports and games teams, charities
and societies. The provision of any regular or
special events or services by the pub would also
be relevant.
Please give reasons why you think the pub
deserves the award in your nomination. Submit
this, until 29 January 2010, by either: writing to
West Berkshire CAMRA, c/o 2 Sutton Road, Speen,
Newbury RG14 1UN; using the entry form on our
website - www.westberkscamra.org.uk or emailing
secretary@westberkscamra.org.uk. Anyone can
nominate a pub, including the publican or staff.

Forest Foray coach party. Burley 17/10/2009.
Only 3 more pubs left to visit! Photo: Steve Kelly

THE IBEX INN
Chaddleworth
Newbury
Berkshire
RG20 7ER
01488 638311
inn@the-ibex.co.uk
www.the-ibex.co.uk
Multi award winning community pub
Home made food served all week
Cask Marque accredited ales
Post Office & small shop
Check our web site for more details
The Morning Advertiser South East
Community Pub of the Year 2009
West Berks CAMRA
Community Pub of the Year 2009

Richard & Annie
offer a warm welcome to all at the

Blue Ball
Greenham

Serving Wadworth 6X
& Courage Best Bitter
Full menu available
plus fantastic Sunday roast from £3.99
(meals served Mon - Sat 12-3, 5-9pm; Sun 12-4pm)

Live music every Saturday evening
Family Friendly
(children welcome in the bar until 9pm)

Large car park
FREE Tea & Coffee

Give us a call for all your Christmas
needs. We make it easy for you!

Tel: 01635 552275
Ullage November/December 2009
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Beer Festival Diary

Diary Dates 2009/10

CAMRA-run beer festivals provide excellent opportunities for sampling a
wide range of real ales, from all over the UK and overseas. Here are some of
the major and most accessible festivals for West Berkshire drinkers.

The following is a list of all
forthcoming meetings of the West
Berkshire branch of CAMRA. Some are
‘social’ meetings, lively and friendly
occasions where we enjoy a few beers;
others are ‘branch’ meetings, which are
slightly more formal and where we
discuss beer and pubs issues. Unless
stated, our meetings are open to allcomers – and new members are
particularly welcome!

20-21 November Wantage Beer Festival
Masonic Hall, Wantage OX12 8AN
Details: www.whitehorsecamra.org.uk
27-28 November Basingstoke Beer Festival
Moose Centre, Basingstoke RG21 7QU Details: www.camrahantsnorth.org.uk
20-23 January National Winter Ales Festival
Sheridan Suite, Manchester M40 8EA
Details: www.alefestival.org.uk

Tue 10 Nov - Branch Meeting
The Old Boot Inn, Stanford Dingley,
RG7 6LT

West Berkshire CAMRA would like to thank everyone who has
supported Ullage this year including advertisers, distributors,
stockists and contributors.

Thu 19 Nov - Branch Social Quiz Night
The Lion, West Street, Newbury,
RG14 1BD

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Tue 1 Dec - Branch Meeting
Nags Head, Bartholomew Street,
Newbury, RG14 5DY
Tue 15 Dec - Branch Christmas Party
- Including Buffet, Quiz and Raffle
The Gun, Wash Common, RG14 6NE
Tue 12 Jan - Initial GBG Selection
West Berks CAMRA members only
White Hart, Thatcham, RG19 3JD
Fri 29 Jan - Newbury Pub Crawl
Wellington Arms 8pm,
Red House 8.45pm, Lamb 9.30pm
All meetings start at 8pm unless
otherwise stated.
Please check the local CAMRA
website for further details
of events:
www.westberkscamra.org.uk
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The Campaign for Real Ale
West Berkshire
Chairman: Adrian Bean
Tel 01635 682347 (H)
(chairman@westberkscamra.org.uk)
Secretary: Mike Avery
Tel 01635 820481 (H)
Treasurer: Steve Kelly
(treasurer@westberkscamra.org.uk)
Membership: Rich Milligan
(membership@westberkscamra.org.uk)
Ullage Production Team:
Editorial: Tim Thomas
(editor1@westberkscamra.org.uk)
Design: Richard Lock
Distribution: Mike Avery
(details as above)
Printing: Clere (www.clere.uk.com)
Web Site:
www.westberkscamra.org.uk
Facebook group:
West Berkshire CAMRA
Correspondence to:
e-mail:
secretary@westberkscamra.org.uk
or write to:
Mike Avery, 2 Sutton Road, Speen,
Newbury, Berkshire RG14 1UN.
Local Trading Standards office:
Tel 01635 519930
Ullage is published by the West Berkshire
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale and
is copyright of CAMRA. The opinions
expressed in this publication are those of the
contributor and are not necessarily endorsed
by the Production Team or The Campaign for
Real Ale. Every effort is made to ensure that
the information contained in Ullage is
correct, but the publishers accept no
responsibility for any errors or omissions.
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